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Abstract. The Export-Import Bank is the chief U.S. government agency that helps finance American exports 
of manufactured goods. As part of its legislative mandate, Congress has directed the Bank to promote exports of 
small business concerns and to protect U.S. businesses, including small businesses, from some of the potentially 
negative economic effects that can arise from such export promotion activities. The 107th Congress directed the 
Bank to focus its attention in particular on certain types of small business concerns, including those that are 
socially and economically disadvantaged or owned by women. 
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Summary 



The Export-Import Bank is the chief U.S. government agency that helps finance 
American exports of manufactured goods. 1 As part of its legislative mandate, Congress 
has directed the Bank to promote exports of small business concerns and to protect U.S. 
businesses, including small businesses, from some of the potentially negative economic 
effects that can arise from such export promotion activities. The 107 th Congress directed 
the Bank to focus its attention in particular on certain types of small business concerns, 
including those that are socially and economically disadvantaged or owned by women. 
This report will updated as events warrant. 



The Export-Import Bank (Eximbank) is an independent U.S . government agency that 
is charged with financing and promoting exports of U.S. manufactured goods and 
services. Through various legislative measures, Congress has directed the Bank in 
general and specific terms to reach out to U.S. small business operators by making its 
programs accessible to small business owners and by restricting its support for 
transactions that might have a potentially negative impact on U.S. business, including 
small business concerns. This report provides an overview of the specific mandates 
Congress has placed on the Bank to support small business, general requirements to limit 
any negative economic impact on U.S. jobs and businesses, and a description of the 
Bank’s response to these mandates, especially regarding small business. 

Congressional Small Business Concerns 

Beginning in 1975, Congress has taken an interest in the way the Export-Import 
Bank (Eximbank) supports small business and directed that of the five members of the 
Bank’s Board of Directors not less than one should be selected from among the small 
business community and represent the interests of small businesses. 2 Furthermore, 



1 For additional information, see the Bank’s Internet address: [http://www.exim.gov] 

2 12 USC 635a (c)(8)(B); provision was first added in P.L. 93-646, Export-Import Bank 
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